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A Private-Public Partnership Serving Kalamazoo and St. Joseph Counties
222 S. Westnedge Avenue, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007-4628

	Notice of Request for Proposal 2009-08
Road Construction Apprenticeship Readiness (RCAR)

Pre-Apprenticeship Training



Released: November 30, 2009
This notice is provided because of your expressed interest in being notified of fund availability or because your agency may be eligible for participation.


The Kalamazoo-St. Joseph Workforce Development Board is announcing the release of Request for Proposal (RFP) for occupational skill training under the Road Construction Apprenticeship Readiness (RCAR) Program. The program details and training curriculum will be provided in the RFP instructions.  Training must be completed by March 19, 2010 to coincide with spring hiring.  Proposals must be returned by 4:00 p.m. on December 14, 2009.
The Michigan Department of Energy, Labor, and Economic Growth (MDELEG) announced funding by the Federal Highway Administration/Michigan Department of Transportation to the Kalamazoo-St. Joseph Workforce Development Board for the implementation of the Kalamazoo Road Construction Apprenticeship Readiness (RCAR) Program.

In 2010, RCAR seeks to equip 120 individuals (15 in Kalamazoo) who are minorities, women, or economically disadvantaged with proven readiness to enter road construction apprenticeships.  To qualify, participants must also be 18 years old or older, pass a physical examination, pass a drug test, have a valid driver’s license, have a high school diploma or GED, and pass the entrance assessment.
Individuals selected for participation will receive the following services:

	Assessments
	Training required under this RFP

	WorkKeys

-- Applied math

-- Reading

-- Locating information
	9 weeks, 270 hours

Curriculum is provided for:

· Job readiness (Essential Employment Skills)

· Safety in the workplace

· Applied math

· Locating Information

· Overview of construction trades

· Computers and the construction trades

· Blueprint reading

· Welding


· Assessments (WorkKeys ®) are provided by current Michigan Works system agencies.

· Basic skills remediation (KeyTrain for WorkKeys®) is provided by current Michigan Works agencies unless proposed in this RFP.
· Supportive services for training-related expenses and stipends will be provided for individuals during the 9-week training period.
Successful RCAR training participants receive the following certifications: RCAR Program Completion Certificate, National Career Readiness Certificate (Gold), CareerSafe (MIOSHA) certificate, First Aid/CPR/ AED Certificate, Intro to Welding Course Completion Certificate.
Letter of Intent

Organizations desiring to obtain RFP Instructions must do so by submitting a “Letter of Intent” by e-mail (miworks@upjohninstitute.org). 
The letter of Intent must include the following information:

· Name/number of specific RFP for which Instructions are requested 

· Name of individual to whom the RFP Instructions should be mailed.

· Mailing address, e-mail address, telephone, and, if available, fax number.

RFP instructions will be available at http://www.upjohninstitute.org/miworks/RFP.html.

Questions regarding this notice may be directed to:

Kara Stewart 
222 S. Westnedge Avenue
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
Phone: (269) 349-1533
E-mail: miworks@upjohninstitute.org
THIS RFP NOTICE EXPIRES ON DECEMBER 8, 2009.
J:\Annex\RFP Solicitations\RCAR\RCAR 2009-08\Solicitation Docs\2009-08 RCAR RFP Announcement.doc
KALAMAZOO COUNTY          

          ST. JOSEPH COUNTY
(269) 349-1533     FAX (269) 349-5505
      
 (269) 273-2717      FAX (269) 273-3002

An equal opportunity employer/program supported by the State of Michigan.

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities - Michigan Relay Center 1-800-649-3777 {Voice and TTY}.


